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ABOUT JESSIE RASCHE 

Jessie Rasche is a South Dakota based artist, originally 
from Seattle, WA. Her paintings and portraits hang in 
homes from Florida to Washington and every region in 
between, as well as Canada and Ireland.  

Her work is in the state’s public collection in Pierre, SD, 
and in the public collections at the Edith Sanford Breast 
Center and the Sanford Memorial Garden in Sioux Falls, 
SD. She is represented by the South Dakota Art Museum 
shop, SouthWind Gallery in Topeka, KS, and Art Resources 
Gallery in Minneapolis, MN.  

 

 

 

  



 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Raised and educated in the Pacific Northwest, Jessie has had lifelong 
interests in art, psychology, and science. She worked as a medical 
animator and illustrator at the University of Washington, then as a 
media developer at Microsoft.  

Her career as a fine artist began in 2007 when her interest in art, and 
her interest in personal connection, came together with her new love of 
children. She began an ongoing series titled the "Mom Loving Project", 
paintings of moms and babies bonding. The project took off and she 
painted portraits of moms and babies who lived all across the country. 
At the same time, her small landscapes and floral paintings began 
showing in galleries on the West Coast.  

In 2012 Jessie's family moved to South Dakota and she began painting 
the beauty of the Great Plains region. Her landscape paintings have 
become much larger. Her most recent project is a combined 96 square 
feet of beautiful South Dakota landscape, spread across four paintings, 
for a beautiful new public collection at Sanford Memorial Garden in 
Sioux Falls, SD. One of the primary goals of these paintings was to bring 
visitors peace and a sense of connection through these paintings of the 
local landscape.    

Jessie's style invites the viewer to participate in finding their 
own meaning in her works. She hopes that by focusing on 
connection as she paints, her paintings will bring peace and 
joy to the people who spend time with her artwork.  



 

PRESS 

“The painting exceeded my expectations.  The work truly captures my vision and constant contact 

throughout the process ensured a piece that I am very proud of.” 

 Paul M. Briseno, City Manager, Brookings, SD 

 

“We feature work by Jessie Rasche in the South Dakota Art Museum Store and we are proud to do 

so.  Her work is beautiful and she is a pleasure to work with!” 

  Pam Adler, Manager of South Dakota Art Museum Store 

 

“Thank you so much for your beautiful works for the Sanford Memorial Garden, and for taking us 

on a journey with your creative process. The works will surely take others on a healing and 

spiritual journey as well. You were so thoughtful about every detail and it shows.”  

 Ivy Oland, Owner of Oland Arts Consulting 

 

“Her style is representational and impressionistic and her subjects range from landscapes to 

figurative to still life. She likes to illustrate an image or emotion with patterns and gestures, 

many brush strokes that add up to a finished piece. When you step close to one of her paintings, 

you can see deliberate strokes of color, and when you step back, the colors blend and become 

whole, encompassing the viewer with a moment of beauty.”      

                                                                    Jennifer Larue, Arts Reporter, the Spokesman Review 

 

  



   

PRESS continued 

"Technically the painting has a sort of Neo-Impressionist quality with a wonderful looseness in the 

brushstrokes. Jessie has included just enough visual information that the viewer can read the 

scene but also has allowed a certain level of abstraction to remain as well.  Jessie has also 

expertly captured the atmosphere of the scene. As someone who remembers seeing similar 

landscapes on crisp spring mornings on my grandfather’s farm, the painting does well to portray 

the peaceful calm and lazing awakening of the animals and landscape to the beginning of the 

day.  There is a somewhat Romantic or nostalgic quality to all of this, but it is not overly idealized 

or accentuated to the point of artifice or disbelief. Instead the landscape is rendered as 

endearing in its straight forward candor and naturalness." 

                                                      Greg Blair, PhD. Juror of Awards for BAC open Exhibition, 2018  

 

“[Jessie Rasche’s] impressionist paintings display motherhood, artistry and nature.”  

                                                                                    Annie Szotkowski, Arts Reporter for the Inlander 

 

 

 

 

 



   

ARTIST STATEMENT 

Emotional connection is the focus of my work. The invisible but tangible 
connection between people who care deeply for each other, and 
between a person and the land where they grew up, and between 
animals.  

I am inspired by the people, land, and animals of the Midwest. In my 
paintings I search for a deep universal truth about the connection 
between people, and our connection with the land.  

I believe this personal relationship is what makes life feel significant and 
meaningful.   
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Julia and Emily, commissioned portrait, 8 x 8 inches, oil on linen.  



Herd, 24 x 36 inches, oil on canvas 

Baby Carrier, 5.5 x 3.5 inches, watercolor Duet, 10 x 8 inches, oil on canvas 



 
  

Trio, 11 x 14 inches, oil on canvas Windmills, 8 x 8 inches, oil on canvas 

Caden and Otter, 16 x 20 inches, oil on canvas, in artist’s collection 



 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Selected Exhibitions 
2018 Group Exhibit, Art NXT Level Projects, 33 Contemporary Gallery, 

  Chicago, IL 

2016-18   South Dakota Governor’s Seventh Biennial Exhibition 

Dahl Art Center in Rapid City, SD 

South Dakota Art Museum in Brookings, SD 

John A. Day Gallery at the U of SD in Vermillion, SD 

Washington Pavilion of Arts and Sciences in Sioux Falls, SD 

2017-18   Rotating exhibition, Art Resources Gallery, Minneapolis, MN 

2014  Solo Show, Brookings Arts Council, 524 – 4th St, Brookings, SD 

2014 Invitational Exhibition, SouthWind Art Gallery, Topeka, KS 

2013 Oil Painters of America Western Exhibition, SouthWind Art 

   Gallery, Topeka, KS 

2013-18   Rotating exhibition, South Dakota Art Museum Shop, 

  Brookings, SD 

2012   Four woman show, CHASE Gallery, Spokane, WA 

2011   6” Square, Randy Higbee Gallery, Costa Mesa, CA 

2011  Invitational exhibitions, Tinman Art Gallery, Spokane, WA 

2010 Featured Artist, Second Space Gallery, Spokane, WA 

 



 

Awards 

South Dakota and National Endowment for the Arts Grant for Career 

Development, 2016-2017 

1st Place, Brookings Arts Council 2013 

 

Public Collections 

South Dakota public collection, 

Pierre, SD 

Edith Sanford Breast Center, 

Sioux Falls, SD 

Sanford Memorial Garden, Sioux 

Falls, SD 

Private Collections 

My paintings and portraits hang 

in private collections from Maine 

to California and every region in 

between, as well as Canada and 

Ireland. 

  

Education & Teaching 

Pacific Northwest College of Art, Portland, Oregon—Fine Art, 1989 to 91 

University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon—B.S. in Psychology, 1997 

I teach painting workshops from my studio in Brookings, SD 

 



 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

Jessie Rasche   

art@jessierasche.com      

(605) 695-5815     

 

Website  |  https://jessiesfineart.com 

Portrait Website  |  https://jessierasche.com 

Blog  |  https://jessiesfineart.com/blog 
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